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Some clusters of dozens of diatoms appear pristine, suggesting that they had been living in the salar pool immediately before being trapped as the gypsum crystal grew.

Could microfossils and/or viable microorganisms be trapped in gypsum on Mars as they are in gypsum on Earth? It is likely that abundant sulfate sand grains on Mars contain fluid inclusions similar to those in the acid-precipitated bottom-growth and reworked gypsum we discuss here.

We suggest that gypsum on Mars would have entrapped, as solid inclusions and within fluid inclusions, any microorganisms and/or organic compounds that were present in its parent waters. Therefore, fluid inclusions and solid inclusions hosted by salt minerals may be the best place to continue the search for life on Mars.

Some of these entrapped microorganisms remain viable for at least tens of thousands of years ... and possibly for hundreds of millions of years
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Some clusters of dozens of diatoms appear pristine, suggesting that they had been living in the salar pool immediately

before being trapped as the gypsum crystal grew.

Could microfossils and/or viable microorganisms be trapped in gypsum on Mars as they are in gypsum on Earth? It is likely that abundant sulfate sand grains on Mars contain fluid inclusions similar to those in the acid-precipitated bottom-growth and reworked gypsum we discuss here.
We suggest that gypsum on Mars would have entrapped, as solid inclusions and within fluid inclusions, any microorganisms and/or organic compounds that were present in its parent waters. Therefore, fluid inclusions and solid inclusions hosted by salt minerals may be the best place to continue the search for life on Mars.

Some of these entrapped microorganisms remain viable for at least tens of thousands of years ... and possibly for hundreds of millions of years
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